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The crisp, ice-cold water washes over your tongue,  

soothing the ache of dehydration in the back of your 

throat. You lower the bottle and screw the cap back on. 

Bottled water. While it may seem more appealing than 

water from a tap, 118,000 tonnes of plastic is used and 

bought each year in Australia, solely for the purpose of 

holding water you could get from your own kitchen. We 

wanted to find out if people could really tell the  

difference between bottled and tap water, and if we 

could spare the earth a couple of tonnes of harmful  

plastic along the way. 

Halfway through the data  

collection, we realised that some 

people were basing their  

decision on the temperature of 

the cups. Some of the cups had 

been sitting in the sun, so they 

were warmer than the others. 

We solved this problem by  

pouring the of types of water  

into separate jugs and putting 

them in the fridge so they would 

be the same temperature. But 

that might have changed the  

results of our data. 

We bought plastic cups and bottled water. 

We labelled the cups either ‘A’ or ‘B’ and 

poured bottled water into cup A and tap 

water into cup B. We then went around the 

school and asked ten kids from each class 

to try the water from each glass and fill out 

a survey, we also asked them which cup 

they thought had the bottled water, and 

which one they thought tasted better. The 

survey asked kids their age, gender, and 

which cup had the bottled water in it. 
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From our results, we can conclude that it was harder for the 

younger kids in stage one to taste the difference than those in 

stage two, just as we predicted. You can see a massive  

difference in the graphs between stage two and stage three, 

as we discovered the bottled water was getting warm so kids 

thought it was tap water because of its temperature. When we 

got to the stage three classes, we began chilling both the tap 

and bottled water overnight to combat the problem, but it just 

seemed to confuse the kids more. The frozen water made the 

kids think that cup B (tap water) was the bottled water, as it 

tasted better to them, and most bottled water you buy in shops 

is cooled, so we can conclude that most kids in primary school 

could not taste the difference. We believe that we should all 

make the choice to choose tap water over bottled water, and 

help the environment. 
 

We believe that a higher percentage of 

the older students will be able to tell the 

difference between bottled and tap  

water, as they have had more years to  

refine their palate. We also believe that a 

lower overall percentage will be able to 

taste the difference in the two cups.  


